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Update 


BY ANNIE LING 


Surprises Abound in 


Unforgettable evening includes enchanting 
eatery and exhilarating entertainment 


— 


Mys 


about 
“Mystery Madness” that gets every- 
one so hyped up? Well, you would 


So what exactly is it 


know full well if you were one of the 
fortunate few who had the opportu- 
nity to participate in this year’s eve- 
ning of fun and frenzy. 

Three days after the announce- 
ment of the event, the sign-up sheet 
was filled with names of eager stu- 
dents. Everyone loves a mystery, 
though it evokes terrible anxious- 
ness from deep within. Everyone 
wants to solve a mystery instanta- 
neously; but instead, the mystery 
consumes the person. This is what 
all the 
jam-packed into one evening, was 
about 

Ultimately, thanks to. certain 
committed members of the Student 


excitement and _ silliness, 


Senate who planned the whole af- 
fair and kept it all a secret, the 
evening of sheer madness and an- 
ticipation never grew dull. 

Details relating to the evening 
remained ambiguous until par- 
ticipants’ arrival at the mysterious 


destinations. In the meantime, they 


questions, each one hoping to come 
up on top with the correct answer 
in order to at last be rewarded with 
yummy goodies. 

Hungry and worn out from 
all the mind games, students ar- 
rived at The Old Spaghetti\ Factory 
for supper—the first mystery un- 
covered during the unpredictable 
evening. The setting was warm 
and had a delightfully Italian-in- 
spired atmosphere. After a great 
meal was had by all, everyone got 
back on the bus, only to arrive at 
the Air Canada Centre to watch a 
great NLL Lacrosse match between 
Toronto Rock and the 
Knighthawks. 

Although the K-Hawks took the 
game 15 to 6, the devoted fans in the 
crowd never lost their enthusiasm 
for the sport. I know I shall never 


Rochester 


forget how fifty Redeemer students 
looked as we all wildly flapped our 
arms to make a wave that was colos- 
sal enough to get ourselves on TV. 
So, next time an opportunity like 
this comes up again, don’t wait or 
hesitate to participate, because the 
adventure you get in an evening 
may just be the adventure of a life- 
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were entertained by solving trivia time. 


Mission 


About Local and Overseas 


a. 


But students’ minimal 
interest discouraging to 
participants 


BY BRIANNA HAMMER 


Every year, Redeemer brings a number of 
mission organizations to campus, giving stu- 
dents an opportunity to resear¢ h and compare 
different groups with which they can serve. 18 
organizations set up shop in the front foyer for 
this year’s Mission Fest, which gave eager rep- 
resentatives a forum to discuss their programs. 

Mission Fest, which ran from Wednesday, 
January 26 through to Friday, January 28, gave 
a wide variety of organizations the opportuni- 
ty to promote their ministries. Some, such as 
Christian Blind Mission International (CBMI), 
send medical graduates all over the world. 
Others, such as Mission Services of Hamilton 
and The Scott Mission, accept a wider range of 
volunteers and bring their assistance closer to 
home on a year-round basis. Some groups send 
students on short-term summer missions or re- 
cruit teachers for established Christian schools 
in developing countries. The opportunities to 
serve God by serving others are varied and 
endless. 

Despite occupying such a high-traffic area 
of the academic building, some participants 
commented on the low level of interest that 
students demonstrated, Paul Fawcett, a repre- 
sentative of CBMI, understands that his orga- 
nization is targeted more towards recruiting 
professionals for long-term service, rather than 
offering summer “vacation” mission trips for 
the average undergraduate student. “CBMI is 
a medically based organization,” he said. “A lot 
of people remember us and come looking for 
opportunities to serve after graduation, when 
they've been trained.” He sees Mission Fest as 
a great way to raise students’ awareness as to 
what specialized and long-term service oppor- 
tunities are available once they complete an un- 
dergraduate degree or even a doctorate, 
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Missions at Redeemer’s annual Mission Fest, held from January 26 to 28 in the foyer. 


However, Fawcett was not the only one 
who noticed the lack of excitement floating 
around the foyer. Representatives from The 
Scott Mission also said time was passing slow- 
ly, with few students expressing interest. Many 
students do get in touch with the organization 
after Mission Fest, however, thanks to free liter- 
ature, readily available application forms, and 


& 


Have a safe, productive, and/enjoyable Reading Break! 


ie ‘ 
ae 


available contact information. 

Many organizations had opted for a similar 
process by setting up displays and providing 
information for students to pick up at their lei- 
sure, rather than staffing a table for three days 
Straight. 


SEE “MISSION FEST,” PAGE 5 


Redeemer 
Campus Deemed 
Ecologically Unfit 


Independent study 
suggests potential for 
better stewardship 


BY DAN BRINKMAN 


Equipped with skills and knowledge ac- 
quired while studying Environmental Studies 
at both Redeemer and the Au Sable Institute, 
Kyle Vander Linden has undertaken an inde- 
pendent study on the policy, practices, and im- 
plications of stormwater management, with an 
emphasis on Redeemer’s property. 

A fourth-year student at Redeemer, Vander 
Linden presented his findings on January 21 
to a mix of students and staff. He compared 
water quality parameters from three sites on 
Redeemer’s property (the northeast reten- 
tion pond, the southeast dry retention pond, 
and the regeneration site creek), two retention 
ponds located in the Meadowlands residential 
complex, and the northwest branch of Tiffany 
Creek in the Meadowlands shopping complex. 
His studies indicate some trends in the water- 
shed that need to be addressed. 

Tiffany Creek is a familiar sight to those 
who walk by Hamilton District Christian 
High School (HDCH) or navigate around 
parking lots in Meadowlands. Tiffany Creek 
flows from HDCH's property and through the 
Meadowlands shopping complex, eventually 
draining into Lake Ontario. The creek is ac- 
tually a local conglomeration of ten wetlands 
deemed to be “environmentally significant” 
by the Ministry of Environment, but it has ex- 
perienced water quality degradation because 
of elevated levels of nutrients and pollutants. 

Surface runoff from Redeemer’s property, 
along with that of the Meadowlands residen- 
tial neighborhood, flows into Tiffany Creek. 
Housing, commercial, and agricultural devel- 
opment continues to present problems to the 


SEE “AESTHETICS,” PAGE 5 
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COMMENTARY 


Would You Like a Story With Your Coffee? 


Editorial 


Last week, I took my comput- 
er to be fixed at the Future Shop 
in Burlington. While I waited, I 
grabbed a latté at the Starbucks 
next door and found a cozy corner 
in which to curl up with that day’s 
Hamilton Spectator. | rarely get the 
opportunity to read the paper 
straight through, or even at all, and 
I welcomed the chance. 

I read about a couple that recent- 
ly won a lawsuit against African 
Lion Safari after being attacked 
nine years ago. I couldn't believe 
that the judge had ruled in their 
favour, but I was more disgusted 
by the fact that the couple had also 
sued each other—the man sued the 
woman for having opened the win- 
dow and she sued him for having 
driven a malfunctioning car. And I 
was sad that once-loving relation- 
ships can turn so bitter and selfish. 

I read about the updated tsuna- 
mi death tolls and the relief efforts 
that are beginning in Southeast 
Asia, and I was heartened by the 
generosity of the rest of the world 
towards those who had lost every- 
thing. 


I read about the ceremonies that 
had taken place in memory of the 
sixtieth anniversary of the libera- 
tion of Auschwitz and some of the 
personal stories of survivors and 
their families. And I was remind- 
ed not only of the horrific potential 
for human brutality, but also of the 
hope in the words of those who had 
survived and who hoped that the 
memory of this tragedy would pre- 
vent something like this from hap- 
pening again. 

But as I read the paper, I was un- 
able to concentrate on the words on 
the page. All around me, conversa- 
tions were taking place, and I could 
not help but overhear. I realized, as 
I caught and was intrigued by snip- 
pets of various conversations, that 
reading the newspaper seemed a 
one-dimensional way of experi- 
encing the world. Sitting alone in 
a Starbucks, I felt more connected 
than ever. 

The variety of people that you can 
observe within the span of an hour 
is amazing. Although The Spec uses 
its “People Watching” section and 
its regular human interest features 
to convey the more personal stories 
that take place, even seeing close- 
up pictures of individuals in their 
most fragile moments cannot com- 


Letter to the Editor 


Institute for Christian Studies 


RE: “Western Church, ICS Struggle 
to be Faithfully Relevant” letter by 
Jonathan VanArragon 

I would like to thank Jonathan 
VanArragon for his carefully devel- 
oped response to Albert Postma’s 
December 8 aarticle concerning 
the Institute for Christian Studies 
(ICS). His critique of Al’s appeal to 
a knowable creation order provoked 
some thoughts of my own that I will 
now relate. 

Now in my fifth and final year of 
Redeemer, | admit to having shared 
some of Jonathan’s hesitations over 
the idea of a knowable creation 
order. I am quite sure of having at 
least five senses, none of which grant 
me direct insight into the structures 
of God's creation. My more elusive 
intuitive sense, if it may be properly 
called a “sense,” is, I believe, subject 
to the same limitations. Indeed, it 
appeared to me that some Reformed 
Christians—among whom I would 
have to include at least Al Postma 
and Herman Dooyeweerd, not to 


mention a number of others—had 
special access to a body of knowl- 
edge, namely a Gnostic-type truth, 
that I didn’t. 

Still, I found Jonathan’s critique 
to be quite strange. He accuses Al 
of failing to address several perti- 
nent questions which address the 
extent to which human beings can 
trust their knowledge. He even ac- 
cuses Al of committing “a shocking 
reductio ad absurdum” for professing 
to a good sense about how life is to 
be properly structured. But I doubt 
Al intended anything of the sort. He 
was, after all, writing to a predom- 
inantly Reformed audience using 
Reformed terminology. For the sake 
of expediency, Al should be forgiven 
for not providing a lengthy treatise 
defending the epistemic validity of 
his conclusions. 

Now if Al is the Gnostic, I am 
forced to conclude that Jonathan 
is the Skeptic, for the first thinks 
a whole lot about creation order 
and the second doesn’t think much 
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pare to experiencing the sound of a 
womans voice rising and falling as 
she tells the story of her best friend’s 
divorce. 

The first conversation that caught 
my attention was between two 
thirty-something women dressed 
in business suits who kept lean- 
ing closer over the table to whisper 
the latest bit of juicy gossip. These 
women intrigued me because they 
seemed as though they 
had come straight out 
of the pages of a mag- 
azine. They were mod- 
ern professionals who 
drove BMWs, had their 
hair done bi-weekly, 
and basically got what 
they wanted. They dis- 
cussed their sales figures for the 
quarter, their latest boyfriends, and 
the fashion disaster that was a col- 
league's outfit that day. Though they 
laughed regularly while they chat- 
ted, I marveled at the type of life 
these women seemed to be leading 
and wondered whether they ever 
felt a twinge of emptiness. 

I tried to pull myself away from 
their conversation by immersing my- 
self in the paper again. Apparently, 
two-thirds of Canadian families did 
not put aside any money for savings 


about it at all. (In historical context, 
the terms Gnostic and Skeptic had 
to do with differing perspectives 
that addressed religious knowl- 
edge and salvation—and only im- 
plicitly an ontological structure 
of the world, so they are less than 
apt caricatures.) Yet neither can get 
away from thinking about the cre- 
ation order entirely. Al certainly 
has an idea about the way things 
should be, Jonathan, on the other 
hand, though hiding behind a veil 


of “epistemological humility,” defi- 
nitely has some ideas about the way 
things si well. 

Jonathan, has a definite concep- 
tion about how people ought to 
come to know and respond to the 
structures of creation. As I under- 
stand him, he says that the creation- 
al order can only be known after a 
reflection upon personal experience, 
if indeed it exists at all. Thus we may 
only use an ethi¢ which employs an 
understanding of the creation order 
after this reflection is made. 

For myself, I have found it in- 
structive to remember that humans 
cannot know without assuming 
something about the way things 
work. In technical terms, nothing is 
cognitively available to the human 
person without first being struc- 
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in 2004. 

But just then two older men sat 
down right beside me, and until 
they left, I think I only read a few 
paragraphs. These men cracked me 
up. Obviously, Starbucks is a reg- 
ular meeting place for them; they 
spent the first half of their cappucci- 
nos complaining that someone was 
sitting in their usual spot. But I was 
thankful because listening to these 

men turned out to be 


Everybody has hehighlight of my day 
a story that’s 
waiting to be 

told 


keeping with the 
stereotype about old 
men, they talked about 
the weather and about 
the news. Their gos- 
sip was somehow dif- 
ferent from that of the 
ladies. And they talked as though 
they were the only people in the en- 
tire store. At times, I could not sup- 
press my laughter, and I was busted 
for eavesdropping. But they loved 
it, and like little children, the at- 
tention encouraged them in their 
antics. It’s difficult to describe just 
what it was about these men that I 
enjoyed. They seemed to have a love 
of life and an uncanny inability to 
take it seriously. They made my day. 
I had to hide my disappointment 
when their usual spot opened up 


tured. I would suggest that the pro- 
cess by which people come to know 
something is far more complex than 
Jonathan believes. Jonathan’s line 
of reasoning seems to require that 
the creation order be known with 
a scientific certainty impossible for 
even the most rigorous of think- 
ers before it can ever provide me 
with ethical guidance. And until 
his knowledge comes close to ful- 
filling these requirements, Jonathan 
needs a Cartesian-type interim ethic 
to guide him. 

If I have understood Jonathan 
properly, I believe it is safe to say 
he finds much to like in the very 
post-structuralist philosophy he ac- 
cuses Al of failing to comprehend. 
His continual qualified statements 
about not really knowing creation 
order is evidence of this. I believe 
that post-structuralist _ philoso- 
phy thinks too much of itself, for 
it cannot do away with reference to 
some definite structure completely. 
In running away from theorizing 
about the way the world is, it ends 
up speaking strongly about men- 
tal processes according to which 
human beings function—or at least 
ought to function. Jonathan appears 
to have conflated ontology with 
epistemology, which, as I under- 


and they moved to the more com- 
fortable chairs. 

Soon after, two women in their 
late forties took the men’s vacat- 
ed chairs. They shared their hearts 
with each other, and I felt guilty 
for listening as they talked about a 
friend’s divorce, an estranged child, 
and the death of a family member. 
These women seemed as though 
they had already experienced a life- 
time’s worth of sorrows and disap- 
pointments, yet in their faces a joy 
remained that came from having 
a friend like the other. Their hope 
and strength were inspiring. 

And so, even though I never 
quite made it to the comics on the 
back page, I felt as though my time 
had been much better spent. I had 
listened to real stories told by real 
people. 

Of course, one shouldn’t have 
to be sitting alone in a Starbucks 
in order to hear such stories. 
Everybody has a story that is wait- 
ing to be told. 

The next time you're planning to 
sit down with your coffee and the 
newspaper, perhaps you should re- 
consider. There is a fine alternative: 
listen to people. Hear their stories. 
You'll be amazed at how much you 
can learn. €? 


stand it, is philosophic suicide. We 
cannot escape from positing some 
structure somewhere. 

I have to agree with Al on this 
point: we need to know something 
about the way God created the 
world in order to know what love is. 
So, while I can appreciate Jonathan’s 
concern for the marginalized among 
us who do not have a good under- 
standing of the way the world ought 
to be (that is, apart from sin), how 
can Jonathan’s interim ethic of love 
for them be anything more than un- 
discerning arid’ unconstructive tol- 
erance? Affirming a creation order, 
and following Scripture’s direction 
as to what that God-order is, gives 
love meaning, without which I ven- 
ture to say that any conception of 
love cannot be called Christian love. 

But I take Jonathan’s implied crit- 
icism: how to apply an understand- 
ing of the nature of God’s world in 
day-to-day Christian practice is in- 
deed a difficult task. Careful atten- 
tion needs to be paid to the way in 
which we believe the way things are 
propels us into thought and action. 
However, previously clumsy and 
harmful application must not scare 
us away from defending a belief in 
a creation order. 

Richard Greydanus 
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Overcoming the Seven 
Deadly Sins 


We need to face 
challenges by replacing 
sin with positive 
behaviour 


BY CAROLINE BULK 


When it comes to Christian living, we often 
have a fatalistic view. We listen to the “thou 
shalt nots” of the Ten Commandments and im- 
mediately conclude that they are impossible to 
follow. 

We read over the Beatitudes and argue that 
a meek, pacifist lifestyle will get us nowhere in 
the world today. We consider the seven dead- 
ly sins and find them so prevalent in society 
that we cannot begin to find a way to over- 
come them. 

Unlike the Commandments and Beatitudes, 
the seven deadly sins— anger, envy, pride, glut- 
tony, lust, greed, and sloth—are not listed in a 
single Biblical text, though each is discussed in 
Scripture. But they are not to be taken lightly. 
As fallen human beings, we cannot live up to 
God’s standards, especially when it comes to 
avoiding these sins. We can, however, focus on 
making constructive changes; we can strive for 
positive behaviours to replace and thereby de- 
feat the seven deadly sins. 

Concerning anger, James says, “Take note 
of this: everyone should be...slow to become 
angry, for man’s anger does not bring about 
the righteous life that God desires” (1:19-20, 
NIV). Receiving marks that you feel are unfair, 
coming home to a kitchen full of dirty dish- 
es, and repeatedly being awoken early in the 
morning by rowdy dorm mates are all justifi- 
able reasons for getting angry. Nevertheless, 
God does not uphold anger, and instead He 
calls us to be “patient in affliction” (Romans 
12:12). So the next time your roommate tosses 
her coat on your bed, hang it up and remind her 
with a smile that your bed is a bed, not a closet. 
A patient response will further God’s kingdom 
(and calm your own irritations) more so than 
anything said or done in anger. 

James also speaks against envy: “But if you 
harbour bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about. it..;For where 
you have envy and selfish ambition, there you 
find disorder and every evil practice” (3:14, 
16). Ina world that puts so much emphasis on 
being the best, it’s easy to become envious of 
one another's fine faces, good grades, or sweet 
significant others. Because God knows that 
envy leads to resentment and hatred, He en- 
courages us to instead “be content with what 
you have, because God has said, ‘Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake you’ “ (Hebrews 
13:5). When you accept yourself as you are and 
focus on the good gifts that God has provided 
(such as friends, family, and health), content- 
ment can replace the envy in your heart. 

Pride is a sin that can feed another's envy. 
Proverbs admonishes, “Pride only breeds 
quarrels” (13:10) and “pride goes before de- 
struction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (16: 
18). Proud people tend to boast about the A’s 
they get in English class, the cards they get for 
Valentine’s Day, or the presents they get for 
Christmas, without considering the feelings 
of those less fortunate. One must be careful 
not to invoke envy in another, “for whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted” (Matthew 23: 
12). What God gives, He can also take away; 
therefore, people must accept God's blessings 


in humility. 

Two sins require self-control: gluttony and 
lust. Though Proverbs warns to “put a knife to 
your throat if you are given to gluttony” (23: 
2), many discount the admonition. Instead, 
students ignore their physical health by living 
off of Kraft Dinner and chocolate ice cream or 
by daily spending their money on McDonald's 
fast food, Tim Horton's coffee, and Dairy 
Queen dessert. 

Lust is equally admonished, “for everything 
in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the 
lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has 
and does—comes not from the Father but from 
the world” (I John 2:16); yet lust is encour- 
aged in Redeemer’s reputation for handing 
out “MRS” degrees. Enjoying an occasional 
meal out with friends is not gluttonous, nor is 
searching for and finding one’s spouse lustful, 
but moderation is important, as Paul outlines 
in I Thessalonians: “It is God’s will that you 
should be sanctified...that each of you should 
learn to control his own body in a way that is 
holy and honourable” (4:3-4). 

Greed is another selfish deadly sin. In Luke, 
Jesus tells His disciples to “ ‘Watch out! Be on 
your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s 
life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions’ “ (12:15). Students often feel like 
they are monetarily or materially “broke,” 
thus making them hesitant to share precious 
time or donate dwindling funds. 

Such generosity, however, is exactly the way 
to overcome greed. God promises, “You will 
be made rich in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving 
to God” (II Corinthians 9:11). Many people 
receive abundant blessings from God so that 
those blessings can be shared with the many 
more who are truly poor. If a person can find 
the time and money to go to the movies yet ar- 
gues that he has nothing to offer people more 
unfortunate than himself, his master is greed. 

If a greedy person actively seeks material 
possessions, the sluggard is a passive bystand- 
er in all areas of life. Sloth, or laziness, is ad- 
monished in Proverbs, where Solomon asks: 
“How long will you lie there, you sluggard? 
When will you get up from your sleep? A lit- 
tle sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to rest—and poverty will come on you 
like a. bandit and scarcity like an,armed man” 
(6:9-10). For the university student, “pover- 
ty” can be translated into a slipping GPA, or, 
more disconcerting, a decline in spiritual ac- 
tivity. Paul encourages us to “never be lacking 
in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serv- 
ing the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in af- 
fliction, faithful in prayer” (Romans 12:11-12), 
Zeal combats sloth and leads to material and 
spiritual increase. 

Giving in to the seven deadly sins is easi- 
er than fighting to overcome them. God’s will 
for our lives, however, does not include anger, 
envy, pride, gluttony, lust, greed, or sloth. 
Instead, behaviour such as patience, content- 
ment, humility, temperance, self-control, gen- 
erosity, and zeal work to further His kingdom 
and bring glory to His name. Instead of get- 
ting caught up in what we should not do, we 
should focus on the positive behaviours that 
can be embodied in daily life. 

“Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set 
your minds on things above, not on earth- 
ly things...and whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
Him” (Colossians 3:1-2, 17). €? 
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Dynamite. Ha 
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little guy. 
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ALEX KUIPER 
2ND YEAR 
ce 
Waking Life. 


99 


JOSIAH © 
BOKMA 
2ND YEAR 


74 


Romano. 
PP] 


CHRISTINA 
KEMPER 
LIBRARY 

SERVICES 


(74 


It's a woman’s 
movie. Steel 
Magnolias. 
Genteel men 
should like it 
too. 


99 


NAOMI 
SEAGRAM 
3RD YEAR 


ce 


Road to 
Paradise. 


>> 


KARMYN 
GIESBRECHT 
4TH YEAR 


ce 


The Princess 
Bride. It won't 
necessarily 
change your 
life, but it'll 
keep you 
entertained for 
a few hours. 


>> 


J.J. JURJENS 
2ND YEAR 


a4 


Gone with the 

Wind because 

a classic never 
dies. 


99 


DR. DOUG 
LONEY 
PROFESSOR 


“ec 


Casablanca. 


>> 


DR. JAMES 
PAYTON 
PROFESSOR 


ce 


The Passion 
of the Christ. 
might get 
in ronbie for 
that, but I'll 
stick to it. 
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CAMPUS & AREA NEWS 


Adventures in Oxford Go Beyond Just Studying 


* Redeemerite provides 
‘recap of first week in 
England 


BY MELISSA KUIPERS 


») The Oxford English dictionary defines ad- 
venture as “an undertaking or enterprise of 
r, a hazardous nature.” Now, while our experi- 
\j,,ences here may not qualify as an adventure 
m) according to the Oxford dictionary, we are in 
Oxford nonetheless. For over a week, eight 
tr Redeemer students have been becoming ac- 
t», quainted with the city. 
On Friday, January 21, we, along with six 
m Students from Atlantic Baptist University 
who are studying with us, flew into London 
Heathrow Airport in the early morning, hav- 
4 ing left in the evening and losing five hours 
due to the time 
= change. After we 
geey all arrived and 
San gathered, we were 
= escorted to the 
town of Charlbury, 
B where we would 
reside during our 
time in England. 
On our first day, 
f we stayed busy 
and had a great 
deal of tea in order 
to stay awake and 
overcome jetlag. 
On Saturday evening, we made ourselves at 
home after being introduced to our lodgings. 
Most of us are staying in either a cottage or a 
rented “holiday house” situated on a retired 
; farm called Banbury Hill Farm. The farm still 
hosts a few animals such as a Shetland pony, 
who sometimes greets us in the evenings on 
our walks home, and a donkey whom we af- 


“a 


. Melissa’s friend, Donkay. 


fectionately, and unimaginatively, refer to as 
“Don-kay” with our underdeveloped Shrek- 
like accents. My window overlooks the fields 
in which Donkay and the pony frolic, and 
it extends over the rolling green hills of the 
Cotswolds in which the town of Charlbury is 
seated, 

It's a half-hour uphill trek by foot from 
Charlbury for the eight of us staying at 
Banbury Hill Farm, and if we leave on the 
hour, the bells from the Catholic Church sing 
us home. Charlbury, with a population of two 
thousand, is a rustic, “quintessentially British” 
town in which all the buildings are composed 
of the local yellow limestone. 

We meet for some of our classes in two of 
the four local churches, and our contact is pre- 
dominantly with the Baptist church, whose 
congregation size doubles when we attend 
Sunday services. Everyone in town seems to 
know us as “the Canadians.” 

After a weekend of becoming acquainted 
with Charlbury, our Monday morning start- 
ed bright and early with the much-anticipat- 
ed twenty-minute train ride into the university 
city of Oxford. Our very helpful assistant di- 
rector, Melissa, gave us a crash-course tour of 
the city. Having been an American student at 
Oxford, she seemed to know all that a student 
needs to know about the city, from the sig- 
nificance of every architectural feature of the 
Bodleian library, to cheap places for students, 
to the who's who of students working on un- 
ending PhDs. 

“There is no university of Oxford,” one of 
our professors told us before we embarked 
on our exploration of the town: “No, it did 
not burn down—but there isn’t one set build- 
ing that functions as the university.” The city 
actually contains 39 colleges and seven halls, 
one of which is Regent's Park, the Baptist hall 
through which we make our connection and 
whose facilities we utilize. 

Aside from Regent's Park, our most signif- 
icant point of reference in this beautiful city 
is the Bodleian Library, which contains eight 


million books. (We're told that, beneath the 
streets of Oxford, there are cells of books upon 
books.) The books may not leave the library, 
but they may be requested, sent for, and read 
in the reading rooms of the Radcliffe Camera 
(in which we won't be able to concentrate any- 
way due to the distractingly phenomenal ar- 
chitecture). 

So we've spent our first hectic week becom- 
ing acquainted with the city and conquering 
jetlag, interspersed with shopping sprints, 
visits to pubs (including the two that Tolkien 
and Lewis frequented), getting used to the 
“wrong” side of the road, and looking like 


Redeemer students Rachel Baisi, Amy Binder, Natasha Dean, 


tourists. 

We ended the week with a visit to London’s 
National Gallery, where we enjoyed viewing 
everything from Da Vinci's “The Madonna of 
the Rocks” to Van Gogh’s “Sunflowers.” 

To contrast our activities in the busy city, the 
following day we took a tour of the Cotswolds, 
stopped in small country villages, and ex- 
plored medieval wall paintings in cathedrals 
and ruins of fifteenth-century manor homes. 
It seems we get the best of both worlds here, 
residing in the more rural side of the English 
landscape and studying in the oldest univer- 
sity in the country. «? 


PHOTO SUBMITTED BY AUTHOR 


Marianne deJong, Robyn Konyndyk, Adele Konyndyk, Melissa 
Kuipers, and Jakob VanDorp experience and the beauty and history of Oxford University, 
the town of Charlbury, and the Bodleian Library. 


Advantage #8 
STUDENT ACCOUNTS 


(Banking solutions that make sense for you) 


STUDENT PRIMELINE AT PRIME 


DUCA Financial Services offers students the flexibility of their PrimeLine. This line of credit 
| gives you access to up to $5,000 per year in credit, with a guarantor’s signature. Activate 

i } ~ your line of credit by writing a cheque, paying a bill through our OnLine Banking program, 

~ ’ making an ATM withdrawl or a point of sale purchase. All this is available at bank prime. 


AUTOMATED SERVICES 


Today’s technology allows easy access to your DUCA account. You can use our Telephone 
Teller, or OnLine Banking program to access your account 24 hours per day. You can 

| . schedule bill payments or make transfers through DUCA’s automated services. If you ever 
| need to visit our branches, DUCA has a branch in Burlington, a short drive from 
Redeemer’s campus. 


Come bank with us. 


DUCA 


Financial Services 
.. your Credit Union! 


Burlington Branch 


2017 Mount Forest Drive 
Mount Royal Plaza 

Tel. (905) 315-7981 
www.duca.com 
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McMaster Convention Probes Religious Exclusivity 


Ravi Zacharias argues for 
Christ as the only way to 
truth 


BY JOSIAH BOKMA AND 
CHRIS DEWINTER 


Run by Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries (RZIM), a recent convention was 
organized by various Christian fellowship 
groups at McMaster University to explore the 
nature of exclusive truth. 

Many Redeemer students attended the con- 
vention Is Religious Truth Exclusive: Why Jesus? 
held on Tuesday, January 25 on McMaster’s 
campus. 

According to its official website, RZIM is an 
apologetic outreach group that works “to lift 
the intellectual veil that casts a blinding shad- 
ow upon the eyes of the thinker.” Zacharias 
and his colleagues respond to the call of mis- 
sions through an intellectual framework that is 
backed by a mission of servitude. 

Before he could get to the thesis of his pre- 
sentation, Zacharias had to dispel a widely 
held myth: Christianity is the only religion 
that demands religious exclusivity. In this re- 
gard he quickly went on to say that any sys- 


tem that attempts to reveal truth is exclusivist. 
As C.S. Evans states, the term exclusivism “is 
used for any religious view that holds that sal- 
vation is possible only through that particular 
religion.” 

Moreover, any claim to truth is by nature 
exclusivist. Thus, as Zacharias noted, all major 
religions throughout the world make some 
sort of claim to truth, and in doing so, they 
show their exclusivity. For example, within 
the structure of Hinduism lies the doctrine of 
reincarnation. To the Hindu, this is a non-ne- 
gotiable matter; it’s an exclusivist characteris- 
tic of a non-Christian faith system. 

After his brief introduction, Zacharias 
spoke about the importance of knowing the 
truth concerning the foundational claims of 
life. Zacharias proposed a truth test that may 
be used in order to discern the truthfulness of 
competing claims. The test contains three ele- 
ments: logical consistency, empirical variabil- 
ity, and existential relevance. 

If the ideas within a claimant's system havea 

ble and feasible consistency, a person 
is more likely to recognize it as truth. Similarly, 
if an idea or theory has visible consequences, it 
is more likely to be seen as trustworthy. Also, 
if a claim to exclusive truth can be related to 
personal experience, the hearer will be more 
inclined to accept. We can therefore conclude 
that truth has two fundamental aspects: its 
description must correspond to reality, and it 


Aesthetics vs. 


Environment: 


Possible Improvements a 
Potentially Controversial Issue 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


watershed in an era of environmental aware- 
ness. Redeemer has the capacity and the re- 
sponsibility to promote sound environmental 
stewardship on its own campus and in the sur- 
rounding community. 

Vander Linden Bose some background 
information on the role of retention ponds. 
Stormwater flooding has been a growing area 
of concern for municipal planners in this post- 
Peterborough flood era. Flashfloods and ero- 
sion can be alleviated with good stormwater 


management practices, and se rapa of these 


ph of nutrients an 
face runoff. 

Vander Linden informed the audience of 
how the ponds work, emphasizing that they 
hold surface runoff while slowly releasing the 
water back into the natural environment. In re- 
taining the water, the nutrients, pollutants, and 
contaminants settle to the bottom of the pond, 
rather than seep into the local watershed. 

He also pointed out various provincial 
water quality legislation and objectives, based 
on his research of the Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement, Provincial Water Quality 
Objectives, Ontario Stormwater Control 
Guidelines, and independent scientists. 

He highlighted stipulations that require 
the ecosystems of the Great Lakes to be main- 
tained and water quality to be improved, and 
he noted that retention ponds must be able to 
hold 25 millimetres of water at least 24 hours 
after a storm. In addition, every municipal- 
ity must develop a pollution prevention pro- 
gram. 

As his presentation indicated, the resulting 
water quality measurements show in concrete 
detail how different land-use policies impact 
the health of the local ecosystem. His findings 
specifically included the following: 

1) High intensity development in the 
Meadowlands shopping and residential com- 
plex is contributing to pollution and excess 
nutrient levels found in the northwest branch 
of Tiffany Creek. Where there is construction 
there is also erosion, and where there is erosion 
or surface runoff, there are pesticides, road salt, 
pollutants, and nutrients entering the water- 
shed, thereby degrading the suitability of the 
habitat for the local flora and fauna. 

2) The Regeneration Site Creek and surface 
runoff collected in Redeemer’s dry retention 
pond has elevated levels of contaminants due to 
its proximity to roads and sloping agricultural 
land. Redeemer’s retention pond in the north- 
east section of the campus (behind Augustine 
Hall) scored somewhat better in terms of water 
quality, a fact that stems from its relative isola- 
tion from development and nutrient/pollution 
input. Redeemer has also ceased to use lawn 
care products such as fertilizer and pesticides, 
resulting in cleaner surface runoff. 

3) A buffer zone (a system of vegetation bor- 
dering creeks and ponds with the purpose of 
filtering and absorbing nutrients) was found 
to be inadequate or even lacking in the sites. 
Without these, surface water takes toxins and 
excess nutrients directly to the watershed. 
Optimum buffer zones should be a minimum 
of 20 metres in width, running continuously 
alongside a creek or pond. Due to space con- 
straints, however, smaller-sized zones will 
often have to suffice. Too little is better than 
nothing. 

Vander Linden concluded that surface run- 
off is an influential factor in nutrient and pol- 


lutant levels. All areas of his study indicate that 
Redeemer and the surrounding Meadowlands 
are directly impacting the ecological integrity 
of Tiffany Creek. Although Redeemer is not 
the worst contributor to the declining health of 
Tiffany Creek, the institution could do more to 
promote the health of the wetland. 

Further changes to Redeemer’s lawn care 
practices would allow the dry retention pond 
to improve its functional role of filtering nu- 


trients and toxins, while releasing water more 


slowly. By allowing grass to grow in the dit 

es and in the dry retention pond, water rele 

from the pond would be slowed, allowing 
pond to hold more stormwater while 

ling gut and/or absorbing more of ~ 8 

pended solids. wwith a change’ in the 
ee the retention pond and ditches, feta 
aquatic plants could take root and improve the 
ability of the drainage system to absorb nutri- 
ents. Shrubs and trees could also be added to 
provide a buffer system. 

In presenting his material, Vander Linden 
encouraged the idea that stewardship can take 
place in small increments and at a low cost. 
Redeemer has acknowledged the importance 
of environmental stewardship with the addi- 
tion of an Environmental Studies major and its 
applicable courses, the hiring of Environmental 
Science professor Dr. Berkelaar, the emergence 
of an active Green Team, and the recent forma- 
tion of an Environmental Policy Board. It will 
be interesting to see the impact of this new data 
and how it is put into action. 

Will environmental stewardship trump the 
priority of maintaining a neatly manicured 
image for Redeemer’s front property? The uni- 
versity currently maintains a strict regimen of 
cutting the lawn and trimming the trees to pro- 
vide a clean-cut appearance. The question of 
aesthetics is a complicated one, as some peo- 
ple are proponents of a neat and orderly ap- 
pearance, but others prefer the wild look that a 
naturalized retention pond or regeneration site 
could offer. 

Complicating the issue even further is the 
notion (a very Dutch notion, in my opinion) 
that taming the wild and instilling a sense of 
order is the proper way to deal with land-use 
issues. This may be viewed as a logical ex- 
tension of the Protestant work ethic, Take a 
drive through a residential Dutch neighbour- 
hood and one will see impeccable gardens, 
lawns, trees, and shrubs. Often, not a single 
tree or blade of grass is left to develop without 
some form of modification. The Dutch strug- 
gle for homegrown food security necessitat- 
ed claiming land from the seas and utilizing 
high-intensity agricultural practices; the same 
land-developing mentality forms the “volks- 
geist” of Dutch culture. 

Concerns about the issue of image can be re- 
solved with the simple addition of a sign stat- 
ing the purpose of the land-use plan. The sign 
would clearly mark Redeemer’s intentions of 
maintaining a regeneration site or a natural- 
ized retention pond, and it would dispel fears 
that Redeemer is letting itself go. 

Meanwhile, people would observe the new 
environmental project taking place. Such 
a plan could be a starting point for greater 
projects, such marketing the relatively new 
Environmental Studies major. New students 
would pass through the halls of Redeemer and 
contribute their own ideas for stewardship, as 
Vander Linden has already done and others 
such as Nathan Saarloos, Micah Tavares, and 
Heidi Renkema are currently doing, 

Will Redeemer pull up its Dutch roots and 
let some aquatic plants take root instead? €? 


must also be coherently structured. 

At this point, Zacharias compared two com- 
mon philosophical positions regarding the dis- 
cernment of opposing claims to exclusive truth. 
First, Zacharias presented a common Eastern 
philosophical proposition known as the Botan 
theory. This syncretistic 
approach seeks to recon- 
cile all thought through a 
“both/and” acceptance of 
claims, whereby two op- faa 
posing claims are held as , 
valid possibilities. There is 
no one right answer; it’s all § 
relative. The second con- 
cept for discerning the le- [ 
gitimacy of different truth 
claims is the law of non- 
contradiction. Two mutu- 
ally exclusive truth claims 
cannot be both regarded 
as true. As Aristotle says, 
“Nothing can both be and 
not be at the same time in 
the same respect.” It is ei- 
ther “A” or “B,” but it can- 
not be both. 

Having established the 
foundation for discerning 
truth claims in all of life, 
Zacharias went on to ex- 
plain how truth claims 
must be appropriated into 
a religion. A religion or faith system must be 
able to articulate answers to life’s philosophi- 
cal questions in a coherent and corresponding 
manner. It must provide answers to questions 
such as “Who am I?”, “What is wrong?”, and 
“What happens after death?” The answers to 
these questions must make sense not only indi- 
vidually, but also within the larger framework. 
Truth claims must correspond accurately to re- 
ality and must be coherent in the overarching 
belief structure. 

It was from within the framework of this 
ultimate necessity that Zacharias went on to 
speak about Jesus as the truth. Zacharias made 
this clear through a close examination of Jesus’ 
life. The question “Why Jesus?” was answered 
in a five-part exposition. 

Jesus presents us with the most accurate 
and truthful description of the human condi- 
tion. He is the only claimant who looks at the 


Ravi Zacharias spoke at a recent 
convention held at McMaster. 


heart for what it is—steeped in sin. Moreover, 
not only does Jesus understand the central and 
all-encompassing role of the heart in regards 
to the whole of man, but he also understands 
the extent of its corruption. All other world- 
views abet at this fact. 

Jesus does not leave 
humankind’s _ problems 
without solutions though. 
Instead, he makes provi- 
sion for humankind’s mal- 
ady. As we recognize evil, 
justice, love, and forgive- 
ness as defining aspects of 
one’s life, we see that these 
realities find their end or 
their fulfillment in Christ's 
f cross. 

Not only is Christ en- 
gaged in history, but all 
of history is engaged in 
Christ. Christ came in his- 
tory to be the fulfillment 
of history. Just as Christ 
came to fulfill the law, he 
also came to set history on 
its redemptive course. 

In Christ, we also see 
the embodiment of the 
sinless perfection that we 
are called to strive for. The 
life of Jesus has been the 
exemplar for all moralists. 
Even Gandhi recognized that Christ is a great 
moral teacher. It is only in Christ that we see 
the manifestation and source of light, knowl- 
edge, and glory of God. 

Just as Christ was perfect in life, so was he 
perfect in death. This is all the more evinced 
by his victory over the grave. In his physi- 
cal resurrection, he proved the validity of his 
teaching and the prophetic claims he came 
to embody. As a result, through the work of 
Jesus Christ, we can be reconciled to God 
by the Holy Spirit. To underscore this point, 
Zacharias stated, “The greatest tragedy of life 
is not death but when you turn your back on 
God and die and then think you had life.” 

Zacharias concluded his treatment by reaf- 
firming that all people long for the truth that 
is made available only through Christ. For the 
most valuable thing in the world is the truth. 
Through captivity to truth we are set free. ¢ 9 


Mission Fest: Advent of Internet 
ight Account for Lack of Excitement 
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Others had disappeared completely by 
Friday morning. Some participants also com- 
mented that, with the advent of Internet, it is 
likely that many students use the tool to re- 
search mission organizations and opportuni- 
ties on their own time. 

Brian Seeley of HCJB World Radio has par- 
ticipated in past Missions Fests, and he con- 
trasted this year’s structure to that of previous 
years. “In the past we had the opportunity to 
give seminars...and we would always get a 
good turnout,” he said. “One year we were 
invited for dinner in the dorms. I had dinner 
with a girls’ dorm, and it was a great opportu- 
nity to talk casually about the work we do.” 

Neither seminars nor dinners with dorms 
took place this year, largely because of the 
workload and time constraints placed upon 
Fred Schat, Dean of Students, in organizing 
Mission Fest. Last year, a representative from 
Christian Reformed World Missions requested 
to be involved in Mission Fest and, as part of his 
job, was given the time to organize a substan- 


WORLD 


BY JAKE BELDER AND AARON 
VERHOEF 


UNITED STATES 

Re-elected President George W. Bush gave 
his annual State of the Union address last 
Wednesday. Riding on the wave of the suc- 
cessful Iraqi elections, Bush continued to 
push his agenda for Iraq. In terms of domes- 
tic proposals, he emphasized injecting new 
life into the ailing Social Security program 
in America. For the curious, Bush’s speech 


lasted about an hour, and he was interrupt- 
ed sixty-six times by applause, forty-four of 
those times being standing ovations. 


IRAQ 

The first election of the new Iraqi regime 
has now been completed, but the country still 
remains incredibly volatile. Sunni Muslims 
in the country had boycotted the elections, 
and now they say the elected government 
lacks sufficient legitimacy to draft a new 
constitution. In addition to the political tur- 
moil, violence continues unabated; last week 
twelve new Iraqi army recruits were killed 
when their bus was ambushed just north of 


Baghdad. 


ZIMBABWE 
The opposition Movement for Democratic 
Change (MDC) has changed tactics: instead 


Schat praised the hard work of both the rep- 
resentatives and the student volunteers who 
had organized last year’s high-profile Mission 
Fest that included such activities. But without 
similar help this year, the January event was a 
bit more low-key. “Next year, with a chaplain 
hopefully on board, we may be able to give it a 
higher profile again,” said Schat. 

Having the event on campus allows stu- 
dents to learn about and compare the differ- 
ent organizations and to discover where they 
might best use their gifts. Those who spent a 
serious moment with any of the representa- 
tives commented on the great amount of in- 
formation available and how encouraging the 
representatives had been in helping students 
find the area of need to which God is calling 
them. 

If students want to pursue other mission 
opportunities, they should contact any of the 
groups that were present at Mission Fest or 
look into joining the teams Redeemer rou- 
tinely sends to Amsterdam, Mississippi, and 
Montreal. Mission Fest is but one means to 
find one’s calling for this summer, for next 
year, or even for life. €? 


pComing March 31 election, they have de- 
cided to run it. The idea to boycott the elec- 
tion stemmed from the 2002 results; at that 
time the now President Robert Mugabe was 
accused of using violence and electoral fraud 
to rig the election. 

While Mugabe’s government has passed 
new changes regarding the election process, 
many in the MDC say the changes do not 
go far enough. They had wanted the elec- 
tion postponed to allow for more reforms to 
be put in place. The MDC now states that it 
will join in the election process “with a heavy 
heart,” declaring that they will only “partici- 
pate under protest.” 


NORTHERN IRELAND 

Another set back has occurred in a coun- 
try already full of tension and strife, bring- 
ing the journey to peace almost to a standstill. 
The British and Irish governments allege that 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) has robbed 
a bank of almost $65 million; in response, the 
IRA accused the governments of “trying its 
patience to the limit” with their claim, The 
paramilitary group, who had earlier proposed 
plans to disarm their weapons, has pulled 
their offer off the table. While many see this 
move as a huge setback, neither of the gov- 
ernments believe the IRA’s threat will lead the 
group to once again resort to terrorism. €? 
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Two Students Recognized for Fundraising and Outreach Activities 


Volunteers Veronica 
White and Amanda 
Lammers know 
about “getting your 
hands dirty” 


BY RACHEL VAN GEEST 


Passion is a powerful force; it is 
what drives us all, and it undergirds 
our deepest convictions, propelling 
us to our wildest pursuits. Two mem- 
bers of our student body, Veronica 
White and Amanda Lammers, seem 
to be infused with an incredible 
amount of this, and they are blessing 
communities because of it. 

Their passion is deeply conta- 
gious, and their stories are enough 
to spur others to offer themselves to 
similar works of service. Hearing ei- 
ther Lammers speak for just minutes 
about her efforts to bond with youth 
in the community, or White’s jaw- 
dropping reports of her seemingly 
infinite fundraising efforts, is an in- 
spiration itself. Their stories hold the 
power to convince any diehard pes- 
simist that there are indeed people 
today who are successfully and joy- 
fully fulfilling the age-old cliché of 
“making a difference” in the world. 

Appropriately known as_ the 
“scary optimist,” White is a walk- 
ing miracle who never ceases to be 
thankful every morning for the life 
she has been granted. She is a val- 
iant survivor of AVM (arteriove- 
nous malformation) disease, which 
results from a mass of malformed 
blood vessels in the brain. It is a rare 
disease that is not usually discov- 
ered until one of the faulty blood 
vessels erupts and causes a hem- 
orrhage and, in most cases, serious 
mental and physical impairments— 


. 


Veronica (right) and her mother on the 
evening of the Hope Ball, an event at which Veronica was honoured with 
being referred to as “the next Christopher Reeve.” Veronica claims she 
could not do half of what she does without the support of her mother. 


and even death. 

Despite many life-threatening 
health crises and several high-risk 
surgical procedures, White has been 
blessed with miraculous recoveries 
over and over again. In July of 2003, 
after many intensive medical proce- 
dures and intensive physical thera- 
py, she was declared officially cured. 
White counts herself more than 
lucky that God and medicare have 
worked together to give her a second 
run at life, which she sees as more 
than worth living. Though this is a 
lifelong condition that she has had to 
come to terms with, White says that 
she has lived “down-and-out” for so 
many years that she doesn’t want to 
waste another minute inhibited by 
negativity. 

Perceiving herself to be living in 
what she calls the “post-show deal,” 
White is not only daily grateful for 
her incredible blessing of health, but 
also recognizes the need for mira- 
cles to happen to others similarly 
stricken. It is alarming to hear that, 
since her diagnosis ten years ago, 
no research has been conducted to 
search for a cure for the rare condi- 
tion. According to White's vision, 
this will not remain a bleak reality. 
In November 2002, she began fund- 
raising in support of research. She 
raised over $25,000 in her first at- 
tempt by giving a speech for Sick 
Kids Connection, and a significant 
amount of money while participat- 
ing in various fundraising walks to 
support research initiatives. 

Dedicated to raising much-need- 
ed funds and increasing awareness 
of the disorder, White professes, “I 
live, breathe, eat, sleep fundraising.” 
She has participated in many fund- 
raising walks, including the M.S. 
Walk, the Terry Fox Run, Walk 4 
Justice, and Fast 4 Action initiatives, 
and she frequently does motivation- 
al speaking, either accompanying 
fundraising campaigns or whenev- 


tlhe 


: tales 


PHOTO SUBMITTED BY VERONICA WHITE 


er she is called upon. As well, White 
also sells angels, stuffed animals — 
basically “anything that comes 
out” —to support research efforts at 
the Hospital for Sick Children and 
Toronto Western Hospital. 

White has been honoured with 
more awards and scholarships than 
the average person sees in a life- 
time. An avid supporter and par- 
ticipant in the Terry Fox Run, she 
has been awarded the Terry Fox 
Humanitarian Award, the Sharing 
the Spirit Award of Excellence, and 
the Spirit of Inclusion Award, among 
others, and she graduated from high 
school with $7500 in awards and 
scholarships to her name. 

Many local newspapers have been 
inspired by White's story, and she 
has also appeared on television net- 
works, with the opportunity to meet 
local members of her city council. As 
White says, being in the public eye 
has forced her to adopt an outgo- 
ing personality, and she is thankful 
for the amazing network that contin- 
ues to flourish with every fundrais- 
ing effort. 

White is excited about her lat- 
est fundraising initiative called The 
Walk Cuz You Can, a proposed Terry 
Fox-like walk planned for June 17 in 
the Mississauga area to support AVM 
research. Rumour has it that Chris 
Pronger and the Mississauga IceDogs 
will be making an appearance at the 
event, and what's even more, Don 
Cherry is thought to have hopes of 
acting as the corporate sponsor for 
the initiative, White invites anyone 
interested to come out for the walk 
or to speak to her for more informa- 
tion in person or by emailing her at 
avm_foundation@hotmail.com. 

She hopes to raise upwards of 
$25,000 in this effort and would like 
to see the event eventually grow to 
be as “big as Terry Fox.” Judging 
from her past experience and dogged 
determination, this is hardly an un- 
realistic aspiration for our “scary 
optimist.” Along with the goal of 
fundraising to beyond infinity, it is 
to try skydiving, 
eater heights than 
her fundraising efforts. Sitting com- 
fortably in her chair for now, White 
sighs contentedly and says, “I’m 
making a difference, and it’s a good 
feeling.” 

While Veronica has been busy 
fundraising, Lammers has been simi- 
larly active in Hamilton’s community, 
reaching others by building relation- 
ships and witnessing Christ’s love. 
She was inspired at an early age by 
Proverbs 31:8-9, which reads, “Speak 
up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who 
are destitute. Speak up and judge 
fairly; defend the rights of the poor 
and needy.” Lammers has made 
these provocative words her mis- 
sion statement ever since. Even be- 
fore coming to Redeemer, Lammers 
volunteered in her local community, 


_ 
Amanda (right) was a finalist in the Hamilton Spectator’s 
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award for Volunteer of the Year. She is pictured here with Julie Conway, 
her supervisor for the Evening Program at the Living Rock. 


working with the Rotary Club, spe- 
cial needs programs, and as a camp 
counsellor, to name only a few. 

A rather humble finalist in the 
Hamilton Spectators award for 
Volunteer of the Year, Lammers is 
spearheading Living Rock Ministry 
this year. She has seen the number 
of Redeemer students who volun- 
teer increase from two students last 
year to twenty active participants at 
present. 

She thrives off working with 
and building close relationships to 
street youth and finding “a way in” 
to witness to them. While working 
with those who face intense battles 
of drug abuse, suicides, and other 
manifestations of crime and crisis, 
Lammers has come to realize that at 
some point “all you can do is rely on 
God.” Reflecting on her developing 
friendships at Living Rock, Lammers 
admits her limitations: “Even [in] 
some conversations I. find, myself 
saying: ‘These are not my words.’ “ 
Emphasizing the need for redemp- 
tion above all, she is a firm believer 
in missions, namely “getting your 
hands dirty” for God. 

Her work does not stop there, 
however. In addition to her dedica- 
tion to Living Rock, Lammers has 
also participated in Kidz Club and 
Streetlights, a drop-in centre for kids, 
youth, and parents. Also, she helps 
lead and organize outreach events 
for Redeemer’s Social Work Club. 

Though she admits her human 
qualities when she says, “There's 
only so much I can do,” Lammers 
plans to continue investing herself in 
community work and in the hearts of 
others. Considering she has always 
said that she has “always wanted 
to make a difference and change the 
world,” she has already made some 
serious headway—one meaningful 


relationship at a time. 

It is through the efforts of dedi- 
cated individuals like Lammers and 
White that we can be encouraged 
to take our missionary callings seri- 
ously, particularly in our own com- 
munity. Whether it’s working as part 
of a team of ministry-oriented peo- 
ple or working by themselves to vol- 
unteer in the community, Lammers 
and White can both testify to the in- 
credible fulfillment that these efforts 
bring—both to those with whom 
they work and to themselves per- 
sonally. The old adage is certainly 
true: investing yourself in the lives of 
others not only feeds their souls, but 
also your own. 

But both of these volunteer fanat- 
ics can attest to the multitude of re- 
maining work to be done with each 
passing day; in fact, there are worlds 
more to be done in order to save our 
planet. However, both of these vi- 
sionary individuals never cease to 
set both daily and long-range goals 
to bring their ministries, their pas- 
sion, and their gifts to bear in the 
world in their own way. 

While White is still working on a 
cure for AVM, Lammers continues to 
penetrate the inner-streets to reach 
multitudes of lost and disadvan- 
taged youth. As Lammers strongly 
believes, wherever their efforts may 
fall short, God sanctifies and takes 
to places that appear unseen to the 
naked eye. For as the saying goes, 
“If you can’t feed [or cure] a hundred 
people, then feed just one” (Mother 
Teresa). 

By approaching service this way, 
there is no way of knowing how God 
will display His power and grace in 
a seemingly limitless world of suf- 
fering and need. The mission field is 
both abroad and perhaps even next 
door. €? 


Crown Journalist Honoured with Invitation to Washington 


Other attendees 
included leading 
sociologists and 
economists, and a 
US ambassador to 
China 


BY RICHARD GREYDANUS 


Everyone deserves a chance to 
change one’s mind. Some may re- 
member a lengthy article I wrote 
titled “Lecture Series Leaves 
Listeners Wrestling With the Sway 
of Globalization” in the November 
10 issue of The Crown. I reported 
on Dr. Theodore Malloch, a visiting 
scholar who delivered the first in a 
series of annual lectures dedicated to 
the late Bernard Zylstra. Wondering 
whether Malloch had spoken in the 
spirit of Zylstra, I gave a less-than- 
stellar appraisal of the content of his 
speeches, 

Encouraged by a few others, I 
began an email conversation with 
Malloch early in January. And after 
seeing my initial article, Malloch in- 
vited me to dialogue with him. This 
proved to be a timely move, as I 
quickly found myself with an invi- 
tation to go to Washington to sit in 


on a conference Malloch was orga- 
nizing on behalf of The Templeton 
Foundation on January 14. I ac- 
companied Michael Van Pelt of the 
Work Research Foundation, who 
had also been invited by Malloch, to 


Washington. 

Only after I arrived at the 
University Club in downtown 
Washington, where Malloch’s 


“Forum On Spiritual Capital” was 
to be held, did I realize the enormi- 
ty of the opportunity Malloch had 
extended to me. With names like 
Paul Marshall and Michael Novak, 
in addition to leading sociologists, 
economists, opinion journal edi- 
tors, journalists, a US ambassador 
to China, representatives of the State 
Department and other branches of 
the US government around the table, 
I was left feeling quite out of place. 
But there I was, able to develop a 
different perspective on Malloch’s 
work, 

The topic of the day was the am- 
biguous term spiritual capital, to 
which Malloch dedicated one of the 
aforementioned Zylstra lectures. As 
I understand it, the term proposes 
to render palatable to the American 
government the idea that religion has 
a tangible affect on the economic or 
political life of a nation. It was noted 
several times during the course of 
the day that proposed studies to in- 
vestigate exactly this were regular- 
ly rejected by both the government 


and the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA), which deem the idea inconse- 
quential and speculative. 

But old predictive models that as- 
sume that everybody is driven by a 
base self-interest to fill their own bel- 
lies and put a roof over their heads 
are not working. In response to the 
current situation in Iraq, calls are 
going out from various government 
agencies for studies into how Islam 
conditions the Iraqi response to the 
American presence. Thus current 
circumstances seem to necessitate 
a re-evaluation of the role religion 
plays in various societies. 

Now it is one thing to say that re- 
ligion has a tangible affect on poli- 
tics and economics; it is an entirely 
other thing to accurately measure 
those affects. People came and went 
throughout the day, and the confer- 
ence room was filled with an av- 
erage of 50 people. Each had been 
invited to contribute to the discus- 
sion and development of potential 
new models inspired by the idea of 
spiritual capital. 

The day was divided into three 
separate but related discussions in 
which a number of speakers were 
each given seven minutes to make a 
few comments. The first discussion 
addressed the role of spiritual capi- 
tal in the reconstruction of nations 
and paid particular attention to the 
current American role in Iraq. 

The second discussion looked 


into the difficult question concern- 
ing whether spiritual capital could 
be proactively generated. Here the 
obvious difficulty surrounding the 
concept of spiritual capital came to 
the fore. To generate spiritual capi- 
tal, one first needs to know what 
it is. Recognizing that different re- 
ligions shape society in different 
ways, are there common elements 
between them that could be grouped 
under the rubric of spiritual capital? 
By muddying faith with questions 
focusing on its relation to material 
progress, is not the very concept of 
spiritual capital inherently Western 
in its orientation? 

The final discussion probed the 
possible connection between spiri- 
tual capital and social and econom- 
ic progress. However, since the exact 
nature of spiritual capital still had 
not been pinpointed, the presenta- 
tions stayed with the basic insight 
that religion (somehow) has an af- 
fect on social development. 

Memorable during the third dis- 
cussion was the bombastic claims 
by Rodney Stark, a professor from 
Baylor University, who said that re- 
ligion saves the American taxpayer 
$962 trillion a week because soci- 
ety without religion—I wondered 
whether such a society could exist— 
would be much worse off. 

Novak confirmed Stark's basic 
point in his talk about moral ecol- 
ogy, which is the sum of all those 


conditions, ideas, narratives, civil ar- 
rangements, etc., with which human 
beings operate, that help us to ma- 
ture as moral beings. A favourable 
moral ecology inspired by faith is 
much cheaper than an unfavourable 
one in which faith is lacking. 

The day was broken up with fre- 
quent coffee or lunch breaks, during 
which time I was able to speak with 
a few of the participants. One asked 
me where I taught and was quite sur- 
prised to discover that I had not yet 
earned an undergraduate degree. As 
Thad little to offer in the way of intel- 
lectual capital (i.e. a doctorate from a 
respected institution), I was largely 
left to observe the goings-on. A ma- 
jority of my time was spent familiar- 
izing myself with the speakers and 
taking notes on what was said. 

Dr. Malloch opened the day with 
a brief introduction, but aside from 
asking a few questions that directed 
the discussion, he remained fairly 
quiet throughout the proceedings. 
It was unfortunate that he did not 
propel the talk away from general 
reflections on the influence of re- 
ligion in the realms of politics and 
economics towards specific models 
for understanding spiritual capital. 
Having read his PhD dissertation 
Beyond Reductionism, which cri- 
tiques scientistic reductionism of 
behavioural science, I believe he 
could have further assisted the dis- 
cussion. €* 
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Redeemer 
Students’ Talent 


Uncovered 


BY NATALIE 
ARMSTRONG 


In its second annual show- 
ing, Thresh III Uncovered show- 
cased some of Redeemer’s 
very best talent in songwrit- 
ing. Each talented artist who 
auditioned for the opportu- 
nity to take part in the event 
presented his or her own com- 
position to a crowd of over 
eighty Redeemer students 
who flocked to the cafeteria 
on Wednesday, January 26. 

Following every _per- 
formance, participants an- 
swered questions about their 
music, the music-writing 
process, musical influences, 
and their talent, which they 
desire to use for the glory of 


God. Louizandre Dauphin, 
the host of the evening, along 
with other Thresh members 
Leah Ensing, Elita Fung, Sean 
Robinson, Bonnie Sutherland, 
and Seth Veenstra, inter- 
viewed the songwriters. 

The evening kicked off with 
the vocal and guitar magic 
of fourth-year student Adam 
Brittain. It was evident to the 
audience that Brittain had 
both a strong voice and the 
song-writing skills to match it. 
He was an enjoyable perform- 
er and started the night off on 
the right note. 

Redeemer’s newest Student 
Senator, Steve Dykstra, fa- 


mous for having presented Thresh members Seth Veenstra and Leah Ensing interview Laura Stewart about her music and her influences. 


humourous poetry at coffee- 
houses, brought his guitar out — to the show in order to reveal 
his serious side. He sang a re- 


threats) she had received from 
Matthew Pamplin 
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Thresh III Uncovered. 


Tsunami Relief — Or Just 
a Great Show? 


Impressive night of music 
seems far removed from 
its purpose 


BY BRIAN VANDOOREN 


The idea of tsunami relief has become an ob- 
session—not that it’s a bad thing. It’s great to 
see people pouring out their hearts and their 
money to help others thousands of kilometres 
away whom they’ve never met. 

With this in mind, Redeemer played host 
to its own Tsunami Relief Concert in a packed 
cafeteria on Friday, February 4. It was an all- 
around pleasant show, though I couldn’t help 
but leave with the feeling that any reference to 
the tsunami in Asia was purely incidental. 

JB5, made up of James Bloemendal, Albert 
Postma, Matt McKenna, Matt McFarland, 
and Mark Gougeon, opened the show. They 
warmed up the crowd well with a collection of 
pop tunes such as “Moondance” and “Fly Me 
to the Moon,” as well as my own personal fa- 
vourite, “The Way You Look Tonight.” To com- 
plement this, they included the instrumental 
jazz that those who are familiar with JB5 have 
come to expect and love. In particular, Postma’s 
bass work caught my attention and kept me in- 
terested; he played with a mellow confidence 
that neither overpowered his band mates nor 
was outdone by them. 

Nathan Stretch took the stage next, with 


Bonnie Sutherland brings some celtic flavour to 


James Bloemendal and Albert Postma of JB5 perform in the tsunami relief effort 
fundraising concert held on Friday, February 4, 


flection about returning to his 


school for a year. 


style, singing and playing the 
guitar to his original tune. 


fourth-year student, brought a Wideman. 
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the evening only because of titled “This 


the constant prompting (and _ Really Is,” proved to be warm 


McKenna and Duncan Nicholls to help him. 
Although the three are very talented, I found 
their performance hard to relate to. It was dif- 
ficult to make out exactly what Stretch was 
singing because of the less-than-ideal sound 
equipment. But the talent of all three gentle- 
men was obvious. And it was clear that Stretch’s 
songs were thoughtful and well written. I am 
not a Jimmy Eat World fan, however, so I wasn’t 
blown away by his rendition of “Polaris.” 

To close the night, local boy and Calvin grad- 
uate Matt deZoete played a solo acoustic set. 
Having seen deZoete perform many times be- 
fore, the set didn’t hold any surprises for me. As 
always, I was deeply impressed with his song 
writing abilities, but 1 was somewhat disap- 
pointed with his stage presence. He seemed in- 
tent on maintaining a self-deprecating air, and 
the crowd picked up on that. His guitar play- 
ing was intricate and beautiful, but his singing 
received little more than polite applause from 
the audience. 

All proceeds from the evening went to 
Christian Children’s Fund to assist the tsunami 
relief effort. It was a good thing they announced 
this, or else no one could have guessed that we 
were there to help out victims of any sort. 

The tsunami in Asia was one of the deadli- 
est natural disasters in recorded history, and 
whatever we can to do help the victims is great 
However, it seems that the tsunami relief fad is 
already fading. Perhaps the next time Redeemer 
organizes a benefit, they will find a way to make 
it more relevant so that people’s minds will be 
affected as much as their wallets. € ” 
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The only band to perform 
hometown after being away at during the evening includ- 
ed Anthony James, Andrew 

Nathan Stretch, a fourth- Nunn, Jay Dykstra, and Tom 
year student who is no Vander Zaag. The group capti- 
stranger to the music scene, vated the audience with good 
performed in his classic emo vocals and a solid sound. 

Two performers who tick- 
led the ivories were Wesley 
Bonnie Sutherland, another deJonge and 


bit of celtic flavour to the eve- cal ability was undeniable as 
ning with two untitled tunes he impressed the audience 
that she rang out on her fid- with his performance. As well, 
’ dle. Sutherland admitted that Wideman’s reflection on the 
Neen «she decided to perform for love chapter in I Corinthians, 


and heartfelt. 

A true entertainer and a fa- 
miliar face to the Redeemer 
music scene, Laura Stewart 
performed a song she titled 
“Pond Water,” which she pro- 
vided for the audience in typi- 
cal Stewie-style. 

Fourth-year student Micah 
VanDijk added a _ unique 
showing to the evening with 
his presentation of techno 
music that he had mixed 
using a computer. VanDijk ex- 
pressed his desire to infiltrate 
the techno scene with positive 
messages that do not compro- 
mise the quality of the music. 

Last, but not least, the only 
first-year performer of the 


This weekend, the Redeemer Concert Choir hosted the second annual 
Ontario University Choral Festival (OUCF), which included the choirs of Redeemer, 
McMaster, Guelph, and Brock universities. Saturday included mass rehearsals, various 
workshops, and a banquet and dance at Michelangelo’s. Sunday’s concert featured a 
performance from each choir followed by the evaluation from adjudicator Howard Dyck, 
and it concluded with a mass performance, Above: Lisa Bierma, Gayle Doornbos, and 
Jacqueline Donkersloot bond at the banquet. Below: Neil Bos, Greg De Haan, and Adam 
Harris seemed to have endless energy on the dance floor. 
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evening, Denise  Versteeg, 
proved her right to be per- 
forming alongside her up- 
perclassmen as she played 
the guitar and sang her song, 
“Changes,” which reflected 
upon the many adjustments 
first-year students have to 
make as they take the giant 
leap from high school to post- 
secondary life. 

As Veenstra closed the eve- 
ning off in prayer, the audi- 
ence departed, buzzing about 
the performances of the eve- 
ning. It is no doubt that Thresh 
III Uncovered was an obvious 
success for each performer 
that was enjoyed by all in at- 
tendance. 
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Cultural 


Engagements 


As Christians, we are called to be in the 
world but not of it, discerning the spirits that 
inform every aspect of our lives. This column 

provides recommendations for life-affirming live 

music in the Hamilton area, in an invitation to 

each of us to engage responsibly in this process 
of cultural discernment. 


Was Johnny 
Carson Saved? 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP 


On January 23, headlines of all major 
North American newspapers were focused 
on one event: the death of Johnny Carson. 
Called the “King of Late Night Television,” 
Carson was a pioneer in show business as 
host of The Tonight Show for 30 years. His 
interviewing and comic techniques won 
over a huge audience, including many 
Christians. 

In fact, the website of Jerry Gaffney 
Ministries (www.annointed.net) has devot- 
ed its list-serve most recently to the topic 
of “Was Johnny Carson a Christian?” 
Messages have been submitted by peo- 
ple (presumably Christians) weighing the 
good and the bad in Carson's life. Some 
focus on Carson’s generosity: “The John W. 
Carson Foundation...has donated millions 
to many charities such as animal conser- 
vation groups, various medical causes in 
Africa and the United States, youth groups, 
and educational foundations.” 

Carson’s name and generosity are also 
reflected in his home town, particularly in 
the Carson Regional Cancer Center and in 
the high school’s Johnny Carson Theatre. 

However, other contributors to the list- 
serve aren't as positive about Carson's 
standing with God: “I watched Larry King 
yesterday, and they had Doc Severson and 
Ed McMahon on there talking about their 
years with Johnny. He sure didn’t sound 
saved, not even close to it. Perhaps he had 
time to call out to Jesus before he passed. 
Only God knows that for sure.” Some list- 
ed his three previous marriages as evi- 
dence of Carson’s fallen nature. 

This discussion stands in stark contrast 
to articles that discuss the death of anoth- 
er Johnny last year. Shortly before Johnny 
Cash died, Relevant Magazine published 
an article titled “Johnny Cash Approaches 
Judgment Day with Faith.” In the article, 
Steve Beard writes, “One gets the feeling 
that when his time on earth is complete, 
Johnny Cash will be at the pearly gates 
with a guitar around his neck looking 
around for a microphone.” 

Cash's life was by no means perfect ei- 
ther: he had been addicted to narcotics, for 
which he served jail time; his first marriage 
fell apart; he spent some time running 
from the law, and according to some sourc- 
es, set a forest fire in the western U.S. And 
yet Cash didn’t hide any of these failings. 
Instead, he consistently presented himself 
as someone who struggled with the fallen 
nature of humankind but also recognized 
the great gift of God’s mercy to those who 
recognize their sinful nature. 

Can we say for sure that either man was 
a Christian? While both had their strug- 
gles, Cash’s life seemed to reflect God’s 
presence more than Carson’s. Carson’s 
faith may have been more of a personal, 
private matter that he didn’t explicitly dis- 
cuss on TV, perhaps for reasons beyond his 
control. Did Carson have a conversion ex- 
perience on his deathbed? These questions 
make for interesting list-serve material, but 
in the end only God and Johnny know for 
sure. 

What then does this mean for us as 
Christians? Here are several suggestions: 
first, as Christians we need to be aware 
that, as part of an international audience, 
we are contributing to the material and 
personas that appear in pop culture. We 
have a responsibility to identify and pro- 
claim the presence of God in the midst of 
contemporary pop culture and to actively 
pray for those engaged in the creation of 
pop culture (while they’re living). Second, 
we must remember that, while we're hav- 
ing discussions about whether our pop 
stars were Christians, we need to hold our 
own lives up to the same standards of ac- 
countability before God. 


Upcoming events: 

Steve Bell: February 19, 7:30 p.m., at First 
Mennonite Church (800 King Street East), 
Kitchener. 

Jacob Moon: February 19, 7:30pm, at Little 
Trinity Anglican Church, 425 King Street 
East, Toronto. 

Kathleen Edwards: February 23, at The 
Casbah (at La Luna), Hamilton. 

Steve Green: March 24, 25 at Forward 
Baptist Church, Cambridge. 
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Natalie Armstrong performs “Some Say Love is Like a River’ while the “Happy Hands” group accompanies with a creative 


interpretive dance. 


BY TIM DYSKTRA 


This month’s Coffeehouse was originally 
intended to be a showcase for Redeemer’s co- 
medic talents, but a scarcity of brave people 
resulted in a change of theme. Despite this 
original shortage, the lineup was nearly filled 
with comedic acts of sorts, and it proved to be 
a considerably funny affair. 

As usual, Sam Frisk started off the eve- 
ning in the high-class manner we are all ac- 
customed to. Frisk referenced fecal matter, 
or “boom-boom,” and then handed the host- 
ing responsibilities over to Lisa Bierma and 
Bonnie Sutherland. 

The theme of the night was “Redeemer 
Idol,” a spin-off and parody of grossly (and 
I mean this in both senses) popular real- 
ity shows with similar names. They played 
the roles of hosts Ryan Seabrook and Ben 
Mulroney or, as I like to call them, “the worst 
thing to ever happen to Canadian televi- 
sion.” Throughout the night, they introduced 
the candidates vying for the coveted title of 
“Redeemer Idol.” 

The absence of Steve Dykstra was notice- 
able; he had no poem ready at show time 
and was thus replaced by Frisk, who prattled 
about the stupidity of humanity in general, 

After a short introduction as to who the 
contestants would be, Kevin Kerr took the 
stage in some strange sort of native dress 
(or perhaps it was thrown together at Value 
Village). Kerr belted out the lyrics to Harry 
Belafonte’s “Banana Boat,” danced, and flung 
fruit into the audience, which had a great 
laugh. He wrapped up the act with a quick 
recitation of Gollum’s speech from the Lord of 
the Rings. 

The first contestant for “Redeemer Idol” 
was Sharon Hultink, who 
shrieked out “You Are My 
Sunshine.” This performance, 
and the performances of the 
other contestants, were torn 
apart by judges Frisk and 
Mikey Arce. The contestants’ 
self-esteem was subsequently 
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KIMBER EBELS 
Left, Kevin Kerr entertains with a creative rendition of Harry Belafonte’s “Banana Boat.” Right, Sharon Hultink, a contestant in “Redeemer 
Idol,” serenades judges Sam Frisk and Mikey Arce with “You Are My Sunshine.” 


crushed. 

Greg De Haan and Jeff Wynands staged an 
interlude, and my only response to the brief 
skit was, “What?” The next contestant intro- 
duced was Natalie Armstrong, who belted 
out a heartfelt rendition of “Some Say Love 
is Like a River.” The “Happy Hands” group 
accompanied Armstrong with an interpretive 
dance of sorts. 

Next up was Noah Hicks and his friend. 
Their set included something of their own, 
a song, by Billie Holiday, and a lighthearted 
song, “Mack the Knife,” which was about a 
serial killer/mobster. 

The next two contestants vying for the title 
of “Redeemer Idol” were Karmyn Giesbrecht 
and Ben Bokma. Giesbrecht attempted to sing 
“The Wind Beneath My Wings” in a soul- 
ful Whitney Houston fashion. Bokma, sing- 
ing later in the evening, actually mimicked 
Whitney Houston in a seemingly winded 
fashion. Before he took the stage, I planned 
on making a Houston reference about drug 
abuse or her performance being taken out 
of the Oscars. Perhaps this was Giesbrecht’s 
inspiration, but after Bokma’s singing of a 
Houston song, I wasn’t sure where the joke 
would fit. I’ll just say both were terrible. 

After Giesbrecht’s performance, the stage 
was set for Ryan Sero, Victor Laarman, and 
Mike Vipperman, who did a sketch comedy 
act that included a euphemism-laced skit by 
Monty Python. They finished their stage time 
attempting to one-up Kerr’s Gollum impres- 
sion, 

The reigning “Redeemer Idol” then took 
the stage, as played by Hadi Faragalla and 
Jeremy Winger. It turns out that the reigning 
champion is not only a set of Siamese twins, 
but also multi-cultural Siamese twins who 


“Redeemer Idol”: The performers were 
terrible, the judges harsh, and the winner 
decided prior to audience voting. 
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KIMBER EBELS 


“REDEEMER 
IDOL" 
COFFEEHOUSE 


KIMBER EBELS 


have a very tenuous relationship. After much 
fighting, a hasty on-stage operation was even- 
tually performed, and both were free to pur- 
sue individual careers. 

Also performing were Steve Dykstra 
and Jehan Watson, as well as De Haan and 
Wynands again, doing some rather im- 
pressive beat-boxing. After Bokma’s act, 
Hultink performed again, accompanied by 
Lisa Gaytan on the piano. Hultink’s singing 
showed real growth from the beginning of 
the night, in comparison to the end, as her 
shrieking was replaced with talented sing- 
ing. Unfortunately, the serious worship song 
wasn’t quite what the audience was expect: 
ing, but it was nonetheless very well done. 

Arce took the stage with an act of his own, 
a bit of spontaneous stand-up comedy. Arce 
told tales of Pepito and his unusual Bolivian 
childhood, recanted with strange Bolivian 
humour. He also discussed what Redeemer 
might be like if it were situated in Bolivia (es- 
sentially, his skit consisted of ethnic humour). 
Arce also admitted how the recent farcical ex- 
pose on his origins published in The Crown 
had caused upheaval in his life. 

Alaina Frankruyter and Sandra Capelle 
performed the last act of the night, singing a 
hilarious song about their love for X-Files lead 
David Duchovny. They were accompanied by 
lyrics and pictures projected in a slide show. 

Finally, a “Redeemer Idol” had to be de- 
clared. After gauging audience response, 
whose support was definitely behind 
Armstrong, the declared winner was Bokma. 
It seems this reality television parody was 
quite like the actual shows: the performers 
were terrible, the judges harsh, and the win- 
ner decided prior to audience voting. 

The evening, which took place in the cafe- 
teria because Mission Fest was 
occupying the front foyer, was 
quite entertaining and made 
for a really good laugh—and 
it was not at all as blasphe- 
mous as my repetition of the 
phrase “Redeemer Idol” made 
itseem. €? 
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JANELLE STOTER 


Janelle Stoter is the backbone of 
a very solid Royals volleyball team. 
Redeemer is currently 6-6 and one 
win away from clinching the final 
playoff spot in the West. Stoter, a 
converted power, has been stellar 
as both a libero and a vocal team 
player this year for the Royals. 


Year: 4 

Height: 5’6” 

Position: Libero (formerly power) 
High School: Quinte Christian 
Major: Kinesiology Honors 
Minor: Sociology 

Future Profession of Choice: 
Kinesiologist 

Nickname: ]9 

Favourite Sport to Play (besides 
volleyball): Equestrian 

Favourite Sport to watch: 
Volleyball 

Favourite Redeemer Athlete: Eric 
Windhorst 

Personality traits: Easygoing, en- 
thusiastic 

Fun fact: She has injured a differ- 
ent area of her body every year she 


Player Profiles 


SPORT'S 


Redeemer Well-Represented 
OCAA All-Star Games 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


DUSTIN VANHOUWELINGEN 


Dustin Vanhouwelingen is tied 
for the team lead in scoring, aver- 
ing 11.4 points per game. He also 
represented the Royals in the 
OCAA All-Star Game this year. 
Vanhouwelingen is a team lead- 
er and has been a positive force 
throughout the season. 


Year: 3 

Height: 6'4” 

Position: Guard/Forward 

High School: London Christian 
Major: Physical Education 
Minor: History 

Future Profession of Choice: 
Head Coach of the New York 
Knicks 

Favourite Sport to Play (besides 
basketball): Golf 

Favourite Sport to Watch: NCAA 
Basketball 

Favourite Redeemer Athlete: Rich 
VanderWier 

Favourite Pro Athelte: Allan 
Houston 

Personality trait: Laid-back 

Fun fact: He once had his nipple 


~The NHL: 
No-Hockey-League 


Lack of creative 
solutions from 
Bettman and 
Goodenow true 
cause of NHL 
lockout 


BY MARCEL VANDER WIER 


Unless something incredibly dras- 
tic has occurred between the time of 
my writing and the time of your 
reading, the NHL season is essen- 
tially over. The unimaginative duo 
of Gary Bettman and Bob Goodenow 
has been delaying the inevitable for 
weeks; at this point in time, the of- 
ficial announcement regarding the 
cancellation of the 2005 NHL season 
remains as merely a formality. 

For over six months, the sporting 
world has been monitoring the ac- 
tivity of these two clowns, both of 
whom seem unaware of the mass 
exodus of casual fans. And even 
though 775 hockey games have been 
cancelled to date, neither the NHL 


nor NHLPA has noticeably softened 
their respective stances at the bar- 
gaining table. 

Apart from Goodenow’s 
December 9 proposal to reset the 
league's financial market via a 24 
percent rollback on all existing play- 
er contracts and the implementa- 
tion of a moderate luxury tax, both 
he and Bettman have lacked the cre- 
ativeness and vision to inspire any 
serious discussion. 

In Bettman’s eyes, the new NHL 
exists only in a “cost certain” envi- 
ronment, one where the relationship 
between team revenues and player 
salaries is predictable and enforce- 
able. This cost certainty/salary cap 
cliché has become Bettman’s main 
objective in his war with Goodenow. 
Ultimately, the words “salary cap” 
will go down in history as the NHL’s 
cause of death. 

The cancellation of the entire 2005 
NHL season will mark the first time 
the Stanley Cup has not been pre- 
sented since the flu epidemic of 
1919. Both Bettman and Goodenow 
will go down in history as part of the 
tale of two men who could not agree 
on how to split two billion dollars. It 
truly isashame. € ? 


For over six months, the sporting world has 
been monitoring the activity of these two 
clowns, both of whom seem unaware of the 
mass exodus of casual fans. 


www.AvantMinistries.org 
AMC@avmi.org + 204.338.7831 
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MVP award just 
one highlight of 
respectable showing 
on the courts 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


BASKETBALL 

A blizzard was enough to force 
some schools to stay home, but 
Redeemer’s athletes were out in 
full force at the 18th annual Ontario 
College Athletic Association’s 
(OCAA) Basketball All-Star Game. 

Taking place at Mohawk College 
on Saturday, January 22, the day of 
All-Star activities consisted of four 
events: 2-ball, three-point shooting, 
dunk contest, and the game itself. 

2-ball involves a team of a male 
and a female who take alternate 
shots from spots on the floor that are 
worth varying points. Julie Honig 
and Adam DéWeger entered on 
behalf of Redeemer, and although 
they did not win, they competed 
hard and represented the school 
well. The champions were Aran 
Bariagbre and Heidi Jaaskelainen 
from Humber College. 

Redeemer’s three-point shooting 
contest representatives were Matt 
Bergman and Hannah Flemming. 
While this was Bergman’s first trip 
to the three-point contest, Flemming 
is a former champion, having taken 
the runner-up spot in 2004. Bergman 
hit a respectable nine three-point- 
ers while Flemming fell just short 
again, this time finishing third. 
Cory Glaister took home the men’s 
crown, while Lisa Men’Medaglia 


has been at Redeemer. pierced won the women’s title; both repre- 
Thoughts on Dustin Thoughts on Janelle Stoter: She is | sented Algoma College. 
Vanhouwelingen: He has a mature _ the best libero in the league. Redeemer had no entries for 
level of play [in basketball]... Saag ake on lbivaks wh dunk contest, jas, won 
ball era! ike oi b ed eked A y. x ws oe net a r 


College. The highly Ati taed 2 an- 
nual highlight show was missing 
one element, as 5’8” super-dunker 
Cortez Borders of St. Clair College 
was unable to attend due to the 
poor weather. 

In the All-Star Game itself, 
Redeemer was again well rep- 
resented. In the women’s game, 


Jenn Ranter joined Flemming as 
Redeemer’s contribution to the 
West All-Star Team. Flemming 
once again demonstrated her amaz- 
ing three-point abilities, knock- 
ing down a game-high of four of 
them on her way to 14 points, while 
Ranter pounded the ball into the 
post to the tune of 12 points. The 
West would go on to win the game 
74-68. 

Dustin Vanhouwelingen was 
Redeemer’s All-Star in the men’s 
game, as he joined the best play- 
ers from the West division. 
Vanhouwelingen poured in 12 
points, but they were not enough, 
as the East turned a two-point half- 
time deficit into a blow-out, win- 
ning, 118-98. 

Overall, it was a great experience 
for all of Redeemer’s participants, 
and they did a great job. 


VOLLEYBALL 

Canadore College hosted the 
12th annual OCAA Volleyball All- 
Star Game on Saturday, January 
15. The event showcased the best 
volleyball players from across the 
province, divided into two teams. 
The East team featured represen- 
tatives from the Central East and 
East divisions, while the West team 
featured representatives from the 
Central West and West divisions— 
the latter being the division to 
which Redeemer belongs. 

Along with the actual All-Star 
game itself, there were two other 
events held during the day. These 
were the serving and hitting con- 
tests. While Redeemer had no rep- 
resentative in the serving contests, 
Rich VanderWier put on an im- 
pressive show and finished third 
in the men’s hitting contest. Justin 
McGrath of Fanshawe did not win 
the contest, but he did get the big- 
gest.reaction when he. “roofed” the 


in” ball, spiking it so hard ‘that the ball 


ricocheted up and hit the ceiling. 

In the women’s All-Star game, 
hitting champion Laura Fowler of 
Cambrian and teammate Kristin 
Martel led the way for the East 
with nine points each, as the East 
won 2-1 (21-25, 25-19, 25-23). The 
Cambrian duo, however, was not 
the big story of the game. In fact, 


the story of the game had nothing to 
do with offence but with the stellar 
defence of Redeemer’s own Alison 
Lammers. Lammers made numer- 
ous gorgeous digs and passe 
ing the praise of the coaches and the 
MVP award for the West All-Stars. 
This is a tremendous honour for 
Redeemer’s leading s: 
also currently ranked third in the 
West in stuff blocks with 20 
Lammers was surpris¢ 
ceive the honour. “I didn’t 
hear my name called; | was toa busy 
thinking about who was going to be 
called. I just heard ‘from Kedeemer,’ 
“ explained Lammers. “| 
to the net to receive the award. All 
I could hear was Dave [Betghout} 
and Rich [VanderWier| cheering. | 
definitely did not expect it at all.” 
Along with winning the MVP 


> Carn- 


orer, who 1S 


d to re 


even 


went up 


award, Lammers really enjoyed 
the weekend, as did her West team 
mates. “Our team was ha aca fun 


I think that was evident to the fans 
and the players. The East was all 
about business. We were there to 
have a good time, to meet people 
and make connections, and [ think 
we accomplished that 

In the men’s gate, both teams 
were all about having fin. The East 
won the contest 2-1 (25-15, 18-25, 
25-16), but that didn’t seen 


to mal 


ter much to the players. They were 
clearly out there to play the gam: 
and enjoy themsely Redeemer 
offered an incredible 1-2 punch in 
the form of Rich VanderWier and 
Dave Berghout (fourth and fifth 
in the province in total offence, re- 
spectively). Dave finished second 


in terms of scoring for the West 
with six points (including five kills) 
while Rich had some shining mo 
ments as well. “They w« 
ly dominant players on the 
said Lammers. “They \ 
Redeemer really well.” 
You can catch all three of these 
incredible athletes—and their tear 
mates—this Saturday as the Royats 
host the St. Clair Saints in 
home game of the season. || 
be the final home game for 
Wilms, Kate Vahrmeyer 
Stoter, and Deanna Ge: 
be sure to come on out 
them on. « ? 


lefinite- 
court,’ 


presented 


their final 
will al 
Jared 
janelle 
rtsma, so 


ind chee! 


Kevin Renekema attacks the rim in basketball action against the Niagara Knights. The Royals "JOHN WHAN 


fought hard but ultimately fell short against the then-undefeated Knights, losing by a score of 81-57 


Matt 


Bergman led the way with 19 points, including four three-pointers. The men finish off their season on the 


| road, heading to Lambton tonight and then to Fanshawe next Wednesday. 


» Emily Sadlier drives by a 
_ Niagara Knights defender 
in basketball action. The 
Royals women suffered 
through foul trouble and 
injuries and succumbed 
to the Knights by a score 
of 54-46. Sadlier paced 
the Royals with 19 points 
in the losing effort. 
Redeemer heads out on 
the road next Wetnesday 
to finish off their regular 
season with a battle 
against the first-place 
Fanshawe Falcons 


JOHN WHANG 
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DIVERSIONS 


Scorning the Code Rages eee eee 
: ame ib Bes 


What is the Student 
Handbook really trying to 
Say? 


BY DAN POSTMA 


I read through the Student Handbook today, 
and it wasn’t without excitement. I couldn't 
help feeling somewhat adventurous, since I’m 
fairly sure I’m one of the first people, after the 
authors, to actually read the thing. 


Yes, | know we've all “signed” and “agreed _ stand the formidable cost of policing and rigor- ACROSS 37, Couple 65. 1 Dream of __ 32. Opposite of outer 
to live by” the Code of Conduct, but a recent ously maintaining campus roads and parking 1.Famoushedgehog 38. Celebrity 33. Pairs 
Crown poll of a couple students (accurate once lots. As such, parking privileges will not be 6. Contains coffeeor _ (informal) DOWN 35. Property by lease 
or twice out of twenty occasions) revealed that, included in the five-digit tuition and hous- ashes 39. Actress Gershon 1. Model Hi Lee 38. Maryland 
by some administrative glitch, a large portion ing costs. Students will retain the right not 9. Musician Ure 40. Prickly husk 2. Elliptical crustaceans 
of the student body is unable to tell the differ- to purchase permits; however, persons found 14.Suspendedfrom 41. Made by hand 3. Naked 39. Talk 
ence between their Student Handbook and _ carrying their license plates with them will be soft palate 42. Tangle 4. Three ilium 41. Places for clothes 
“that page in the Spec with Foxtrot and the forced to use the Kitty Murray entranceway 15. Duran Duran 43. Small telescope 5. Massacre 44. Pregnant 
crossword.” to campus until their vehicles have been ad- song 45. Unit of 6. Waste product 45. No longer is 
Obviously, this means the gap between the equately disabled by the strategic room-sized 16. Negative ion magnetic flux 7. Piece of jewelery 47. Soft-napped 
Handbook and reality is growing wider every potholes dug by the university under the gen- 17. Lowest point 46. After-shower 8. Not a secret leather 
day. Fortunately, a second informal Crown poll erous roadway maintenance budget. 18. No room at the garment 9. Sweet wine 48. Gelatinous 
of anonymous administrators revealed exact- PETS: Only fish will be acceptable as petsfor _ __ 47. Not happy 10. Rock formation material 
ly how the dusty volume will be updated in on-campus students. Students are invited to 19. Latin American 48. Director 11. Soap 49. Fifth rainbow co- 
an upcoming proposal. Features of the formal examine the broadest definitions of “fish,“in- plain Kiarostami 12. Not here lour 
amendments include: cluding the construction of room-sized ayuarti- 20. Collected bit by 51. Housewives 13. Son of Seth 50. Predict 
VISITATION: Opposite-sex guests are re- ums in vacant bedrooms. Note that sharkfood _ bit 57. ____ and Special 21. Poison 52. Against 


quired to vacate dorms by daybreak or, if The 
OC or euchre marathons are too intense to 


abandon, at least cover their eyes while resi- RAIDS: Dorm raids are forbidden on 23. ___ Maria 59. Dialect 27. Ease 55. Tangelo 

dents stumble to the showers. Redeemer’s campus. Practically, this means, 24. Esse (freebie) 60. Exam of finances 28. Not few 56. Show bottom 
DERELICT VEHICLES: Students are not “Don’t get caught.” Be forewarned that out- 26.Priestsandrabbis 61. Limited company 

permitted to abandon broken vehicles on right theft is easily traceable and that physical 30. Hard SOLUTION ON PAGE 3 


campus property. If, however, campus speed 
bumps are responsible for reducing stu- 
dent vehicles to worthless scrap heaps, the 
University will assume salvage costs. 

TIMELINESS: Punctual class attendance is 
each student's responsibility. Campus clocks, 
by design, will never agree; students are to 
consider this a trial of perseverance. 

INTERNET: Use of the Internet on campus, 
while occasionally possible, is strictly forbid- 
den. Administrators work hard to shield stu- 
dents from the dangers of outside data, and 
any student caught thwarting their efforts will 
be blamed for the latest “virus” crippling cam- 
pus computers. 

FOOD STORE: Descending balances at “The 
Market” have been introduced to prevent the 
wasting of food; the wasting away of students’ 
bodies to starvation enjoys no such protection. 
Students are encouraged to pursue hunting 
and foraging classes at Mohawk College. 

SPORTS: Golf is not permitted on cam- 
pus, due to the high risk of property damage. 
Students are invited to try alternative athletic 
pursuits, such as lawn bowling, clay shooting, 


WRITING 
COMPETITION 
SPONSORED 


and wild game hunting. Note that deer blinds 
in the back forty pose an unacceptable fire risk 
and that visiting soccer teams are not con- 
sidered viable alternatives to expensive food 
store items. 

PHOTOCOPYING: The “Copy Card” sys- 
tem has been designed to reduce the paper 
waste inherent in photocopying. Cards is- 
sued to students should be inoperable, as in- 
dicated by the blinking “Misread!!!” message. 
Students found to be operating campus photo- 
copiers will be subjected to discipline from the 
Environmental Science department. 
PARKING: Students are asked to under- 


will be included in descending food store bal- 
ances— please plan accordingly. 


reconstruction of walls, doors, and furniture 
without proper planning can cause signifi- 
cant delays and quickly drive up the risk of 
capture in enemy territory. Disguises and soft- 
soled shoes can be borrowed from the Theatre 
Department. 

DRINKING: Drinking is forbidden on 
Redeemer’s campus. Practically, this means, 
“Don't get caught.” Until such a time that 
Redeemer intelligentsia wins their argument 
for an on-campus pub, students should ap- 
proach their Residence or Housing Advisor 
for tips on consuming stealthily and conceal- 
ing empties. The university is confident that 
students will drink responsibly, as excessive 
consumption and formidable tuition costs are 
generally incompatible. 

Administrators are confident this new-look 
Handbook will not only drive up enrollment 
of excited high school students, but will also 
improve the quality of life of current on-cam- 
pus students—in those rare moments when 
they are not duct-taping their decrepit dorms 
or pursuing three-day treks to and from their 
unfinished Kitty Murray houses. €? 


$200 FOR THE 
BEST STUDENT 
ARTICLE 
RELATING TO 
SCIENCE OR 
MATHEMATICS 
TO APPEAR IN 
THE CROWN 
THig YEAR 
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INDUSTRIES Across 
CANADA 


~*~ 
= 


~ 
’ on 


= = ~ a 


=> oi on = 
CS on 


1200? Collea 


Ot OZZLE 


22. Murphy Brown's 
boss 


» Pre 


swire F¢ 


salure! 


http://www.cpwire.com 


34. Variety show 
35. Painter Neiman 
36. Wildebeest 


Sauce 
58. Five minus four 


62. Ring-like coral 


island 
63. Tall grasses 
64. Cease to live 


25. Slovenly person 
26. MTV series 


29. Caribbean liquor 
30. Selves, improper 
31. Painted arch 


53. Ceremonial act 
54. Later 


Photography Contest 


Shutterbugs (beginners): 
Categories: City Life, Nature, Food 


Advanced: 
Categories: Out of Place, City Life, 
Unique People 


All pictures must be original and digital 
pictures must be printed out. Maximum 


of one submission per category. 
Deadline: Wednesday February 23 


Winning pictures will be published in The Crown. 


Happy Snapping! 


Small, but 


surprisingly roomy. 


The Institute for Christian Studies ts a graduate school in interdisciptinary 
philosophy offering students a unique experience of academic community 


INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN ST UDIES 
Christian Guaduate Bauosticn 
www, Lowcummacka exis 


